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BLUNDER OF

PEAKER CAUSES

Y ~ HOUSE TO SUSTAINJTHE VETO

“TRYING TO ,GET THE BILL BEFORE THE
HOUSE,” WHEN IT WAS THERE ALRBADY,
SPEAKER BUTTS INTO CONSTITUTION UNA-
WARES AND DOBS THE THING HE DID NOT
WANT T0 QO—MAOWILLIAMS TRIES TO RE-
PEAL ONLY ROAD LAW-—“SQUARE DRAL”
LIKE ROOSEVELT—WANTED TO “SAVE THE
PEOPLE’S MONEY.”

"The act’ requiring the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund to pay into the State Treasury all
money now in their possession, ete., I8 DEAD.

R. 1. P.

Vetoed by the Governor, it was taken to the House for

reconsideration, where, yesterday, an IMPROPER MO-
TION put by Speaker Matthews, caused a vote that
hilled it dead as a mackerel,

This action was not intentional on the part of the
Speaker, but it accomplished the purpose just the same,
und the necessary two-thirds vote for its passage over
the veto not being given, the Governor’s veto was sus-
tained,

8o, it's dead, dead, dead.

Hence, these tears.

The Constitution provides that in case of a veto the
Governor shall return the measure to the house in which
it originated, together with his objections thereto; the
house shall cause such objections to be entered upon the
Journal, and proceed to RECONSIDER IT; if, after
such reconsideration, it shall pass both houses by a two-
thirds vote of the members present, which vote shall be
ﬁntered on the Joyrnal of each house, it shall become a

Ww. .o

The above mentfioned bill was received with the objec-
tions, which were ® on the Journal, and the bill
was then and there ON ITS PASSAGE over the veto, no
provigion % by the Constitution for the
to vote WHETHER [‘&BOULD RECONSIDER
bill, and then reconsider it if the vote were in the af #
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‘The Speaker, however, with insistence, put the m
to reconsider, instead of the motion: “SHALL THE
BILIL, BECOME A LAW, THE VETO OF THE GOV-
ERNOR TO THE CONTRARY, NOTWITHSTAND-
ING?”

Mr. Carter of Alachua gave notice that if final action
was to be taken on the bill at this time he would speak,
but if it were to come up again after the vote on recon-
sideration was taken he would wait,

The Speaker announced that the Legislature had no
choice in the matter of reconsideration—they would
HAVE to reconsider and then make what disposition of
the bill they saw fit, but it would require a two-thirds
vote to pass the bill over the veto.

The Speaker was determined to force his will on the
House, and to this end, Messrs. Reese and Wilson of
Hernando were shut off from debate by the ruling that
action on the motion to‘reconsider must first occur. Mr.
Willis of Levy raised a point of order and got the same
check,

The Speaker insisted that the motion to reconsider
must be acted on in order to bring the bill before the
Livuse, when, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE
CONSTITUTION IT WAS ALREADY THERE AND
ON ITB PABBAGE.

The roll was called, the vote being 36 yeas and 22
rays, 80 that while in the mind of the Speaker after this
vote the bill was then before the House, it really had
received final action and the veto was sustained.

The Bpeaker’s blunder, though, does not change the
result. The vote of the House on the bill is the same as if
the latter and proper motion had been put, and consti-
tutes final action. THE VOTE WAS TAKEN, and the
veto was sustained, the opposition lacking two and two-
thirds vote of the necessary two-thirds of the members

resent. .
. Thus did Mr. MacWilliams, AGAINST HIB WILL,
save the only good roads bill on the statute book, though
with the assistance of the Speaker he tried his best to

kill it. I 1
Amelia Island to .tl.e

From the sand crab shells of
conch shells of Key West, from Fort Marion to Fort Bar-
rancas, from the court yard of the Ponce de Leon to the
casino of the Tampa Bay, has the fame of MacWilliams
us a roader heen tooted and heralded and honk-
hobked until the public has almost got into the habit of
calling a good road a macwilliams,

He has never built a road. He has only told how
it could be done, but mere telling has brought him
more fame than usually falls to the lot of mortal.

With what dismay his worshi will regard his effort
to repeal Chapter 5245 of the Statutes, “
providing for the building of Ou»ntgm Hard

w‘g appropriations therefor,

ean rejoice, however, that

-ﬁwumaw.m act is NOT repealed.
When the vetoed bill was Mr.

at onee got to the center of the stage and stayed thewe,

and when he would relax and think of sitting down, the,
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Speaker would fix his eye I and say, “the gentle.
man from St. Johns has the M’ and he would rise and
start afresh. o

Ho busy was the member IS8 8t. Johns in explaining
that he “was not attacking L. 1. Board that the
liouse was not informed of |
Brutus would have voted im
provement kuna, or if the ke
in favor of givigg the public
Kailway Company, under préi
and money was being savea ¥

No, this was an occasion’
MacWilliams refused to act §
a tame or two when it A
vack to 1865, : .

Speaking to the motion to xé r, Mr. MacWilliams
said that he wished it unders@bd that he had no fight
to make on the lnternal lmjgbvement Board or any
meinber of it; that he was 2l in the matter as &
question of political economy¥kd of civil government,
vut he wished to controvert UBEassertion or the impli-
cativn that the Legislature hifnothing to do with this
board, and that is what the G@emor says to, this Legis-
lature when he advises it that @ lnternal lmprovement
Board, having been created by e Legislature of 18066, is
nut subject to control by th&Megisiature of 1907. Mr.
MacWilliams declared it but Hgt and proper for money
of this State to be placed withihe Stute ‘Lreasurer, who
wus a bonded ofticer and the @siodian selected by the
people for the purpose of keepilig their money; that the
bill provided that the money Bhould remain subject to
the order of the Internal lmpBovement Board, and the
Governor could go on and bUWE s many dredges as he
wanted to and expend the moley as the Board saw fit
without auy hindrance from the provisions of this bill;
but -the money of the people slituld be placed in the cus-
tody of the Treasurer selécted B¥ the people and who was
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case of the Tiber lm-
denate had a majority
b to the Rome Midiand
that the people’s land
them.

i the wmemory of Mr.
Yious to 1905, except for
WOOrings and aried
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Trustees | j“-,;-“ , and which Mr.
eob :‘ n; is “That 'hhe::

,R E' RO _“h W
1 b‘ Improvement Fund

Jjusief and their payment or-
all d wlrrant upon the
yment of the sage, ete.” of

Claims, in the meaning of th act, are not debts con-
tracted, either for clerical or ofhe , or for mate-
rials or other things, but clafmaslor acgount of land grants
alone. ) -

Mr. MacWilliams said that the veto states that the 1. I
Board is not under legislative gontrol, as it was created
by the Legislature of 1855, and §as been acting under that
authority for fifty years, thereBy setting up the prepos-
terous proposition tha the crefture is greater thau the
creator.

“Like the great Chief Executive of this country,” said
Mr. MacWilliams, “I want to give every man a square
deal, and I want the 1. 1. Boal to have a square deal,
but I want the people of Flo 10 have a square deal
algo. :

“1 don’t mean to imply that they haven’t had it. I be-
lieve that every officer of this Btate is actuated by the
highest motives and I shall belleve that until I find out
differently, but as far as this Bill iy concerned, it is the
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ounly thing to do—to put the mpney of the people in the
proper office created by the people for that purpose.”
(And there let it stay, but this'he did not say.) “And,”

he continued, “I cannot imagine, nor ean I believe that any
gentleman here will contend, . the proposition that
this Legislature cannot change its mind, cannot undo
what it bas once done—that thé ereature is greater than
the creator—is anything but absurd and absolutely pre-
Wtefo'lllo" .
h’lwll&n of Hernando ﬂ? ' to ask, “Do you
n legal proposition that this Legislature can

abolish this trust?” : A

To which Mr. MacWilliams enthusiastically cried:

“Abolish, the Trustees? 1 certalnly do, sir. Who is it
assembled here? The people, for the I ture is the
paz»l‘. Suppose we should find that it $100,000,000
0

to drain the Everglades and vé should change our winds
about ng that money. you mean to say that
the re couldn’t chavge its mind when we found

that it wea taking too much méney to earry out the pur-
of this trust? I say, sir, can repeal unjust

Eh%l if we find it is up a unwise.”
ilson of Herpando sgein interposed with the

-

question :

“But would not the trust ¢ ’mltvoaboluhed
m".lotll . didn 0:& led
: 't w t to continue,” rep!
e, people | , ue,” rep

l |
day, April 24, at 11 & m., bof Constitution does
pot provide but one vole ov & bill, that program
cannot be carried out, e
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~ After the vote on the s wtti was
m:exl was sel ul%“ V‘\’fnednu-

SENATOR BEARD’

veats in Rome, or how
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| POWERFUL SPEECH

N BEHALF OF HIS RESOLUTION FOR AMEND-
MENT TO CONSTITUTION GIVING RIGHT T0O

VOTE 70 WHITE PERSONS ONLY—SENATE
i ADOPTS RESOLUTION.

Senator Beard’s speech in advocacy of his resolution for
an amendment to the Constitution providing that only

white persons can have the right of suffrage in this State

was listened to with
o8l much interest by =
] large audience yester
24 day afternoon, and at
its conclusion he was
loudly applaunded.
History may be
changed by the dis-
course of Benator
Beard if the people of
Florida ratify the
amendment, and he he
accorded lengthy mno-
tice in the book of
fame as the statesman
who lifted the burden
of black lities for

ever from the-people of
the Bouth, if not from
the nation.

No more finished

speech, in point of ar-
gumentative detalil,

has ever been heard iu
the Senate Chamber. Senator Beard arose to this task
of explanation why his resolution possessed the vitality
needed to place Florida forever in control of white elec-
tors, with his facts marshaled in orderly battalions, that
one by one marched forth to public hearing in orderly
precision, ‘
m.pmmumninluumuumm«@

Senator Beard.
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ness attuning his every word, the Benator related inci-
dents leading to the adoption of the amendments that
gave the negro citizenship and franchise.

The history of the many broken promises of Congress,
not alone to the people of the SBouth, but to the people of
the North, and to the members of majority party of
Congress, was told, showing how these amendments were
forced upon the country in deflance of the Constitution of
the United States, u

Obnoxious in their being, the manner of their adoption
was one of shame throughout, The Southern States were
helpless; the Northern States that objected were coerced
until they submitted.

The necessary threefourths of the States had never
ratified the amendments as provided by the Constitution,
The States embraced in the Bouthern Confederacy had no
vightful voice in the matter of raticfication, though de-
clared by every branch of the Federal Government to
have never been out of the Union, and that the ordinances
of secession were null and void.

The governments of the Southern States, said Benator
Beard, had been set aside for government appointed by
the Federal Government, when it was found that ratifica.
tion of the amendments could be secured in no other way.

New Jersey receded from ratification, but was counted
in by Congress. New York rescinded its action, but was
counted as having ratified, the claims having been set up
that her Legislature could not revoke its action. It was
because of these illegalities that the amendments were de-
clared adopted.

Further, Senator Beard declared the of the
resolutions by Congress, proposing these amendments,
had no legal foundation, as the required two-thirds vote
of both houses was not given, and the records showed that
objections made were illegally overruled, ,

Presentation of these facts were made so coocisely,
with such indication of accuracy and ju t, that
Benator Beard's audience was foreed to imbibe the hope-
fulness of the cause he has espoused, and it, too, seemed
thrilled with the feeling that is produced by the exposition
of a great subpect by a student who has calmly tolled
through various paths to bring bis offering of knowledge
to a people who need the help it will give,

Benator Heard urged the adoption of his resolution, and
the roll was called, the yeas being Mr. President, Benators
Adams, Alford, Beard, Broome, Cagova, Olark, Qone
Orews, Davis, Girardean, Hudson, Jackson, Leggett, Me-

Creary, Massey, Trammell, Willls, Withers, West of ist,

West of 4th, Zim—23.
Nays Senators Buckman, Cottrell, Orane, Henderson,

Humphries—8.
Why the vote to adopt the resolution should not have

been unanimous is one of those peculiar phases of

tion that helps to make politics as uncertain as & A
Doubtless, those who voted no had a reason satiefactory
to themselves, but in a matter of this kind the public likes
to have the legislator tell why he so voted,

Dramatically, and with feeling of earnest forceful-




